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TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in Goo 


E D M U N D, 
Lord Biſhop of London. 


Mr Lo RD, 


H E Deſign of 
this Dedication 
is not to attempt 


8 


any Encomium 
of Your Lord- 
ſhip, on account of thoſe 


important Services which 
You 


iv Dedication. 
You have done for our Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Civil Eftabliſh- 
ment, and which are ſuch as 
muſt needs be remembred by 
Poſterity with juit Applauſe, 
as long as the Name of Gik- 
$ON ſhall appear at the Head 
of Learned Writers, as long 
as any Monuments of Hiſtory 


are preſerv'd amongſt Men. 


But the utmoſt that my 
Ambition leads me to at pre- 
ſent is, to return Your Lord- 
ſhip my ſincereſt Thanks for 
the ſeveral Favours which I 
have recetv'd from Y ou, and 

par- 


Dedication. v 
particularly, for the Ho. 
nour You was pleas'd to do 
me, in recommending me 
to His MajesrTy, for one 
of H Is Preachers at White. 
hall. 


If I am no Diſcredit to 
thoſe Preachers by the fol- 
lowing Performance, I hope 
You will give a favourable 
Acceptance to this humble 
Offering ; for which I muſt 
own, I have ſome Value, 
ſince it gives me an Oppor. 
tunity of acknowledging my 
great and undeſery'd Obli- 
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vi Dedication: 
gations to You; which will 
alwaysbeacknowledg'd with 
Pleaſure by one, who has an 
entire Senſe of Gratitude 
and Duty to Benefadtors, 
and who 1s therefore with 


the trueſt Reſpect, 


My LoD, 
Tour Loxpsniy's 
moſt dutiful and 
moſt obedient Soar, 


Richard Meadowcourt. 


St. John, Chapter xvii. and 
latter part of Verſe 17. 


Thy Word is Truth. 


Sar IS TRUTH, was 
made a Queſtion long 

before Pilate propos d it 
to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
ono was himſelf the 
Author and Original of 
Truth; and whoſe Doctrines, prov'd to 
be Divine by Miracle and Prophecy, 
might have anſeer d an honeſt and un- 
prejudic d Enquirer. From the Beginning 
of Mankind to the preſent Time, ic's 
Truth that has been the Subject of Hu- 
man Curioſity, and that has as 455 

Fe 
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Activity and Attention of a rational 
And. It's this that Men have ſought 
for amongſt all the Works and Produc- 
tion of ſecond Cauſes; that they have 
trac'd through the boundleſs Extent of 
Space, through the darkeſt Receſſes of 
Speculation, and through the moſt in- 
tricate Tracts and Mazes of Thought. 
It's His that the Leaders of every Seft in 
lk: ſoph and Religion have profeſs d to 
teach ; and this, that their Fol/ozers have 
conſtantly pretended to have learnt. In 
ſhorr, it's his which Multitudes have 
. prefer d to all other Acquirements ; which 
they have valued beyond the largeſt Su- 
perfluity of earthiy Riches ; and which 
they have purchasd at the Expence of 
their Eaſe, their Intere/?, and their Lzves ; 
nor have thought ſuch a Treaſure too 
{ighly prizd, or too dearly bought. 


BUT yet was a nearer Survey to be 
taken of 7hoſe Perſons who have ſeem'd 
the moſt carneſt and zealous in purſuing 
after Truth, what Numbers would ap- 


pear to have purſued only its Name, and 
not 
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not its Subſtance ; and inſtead of placing 
their Afections upon a real and proper 
Ovjef, to have doated upon Forms and 
Phantoms of their own Creation, the 
Products of a corrupt Heart, or a delu- 
aed Mind. Through every Ape, and in 
every Country, ſo many have been met 
with, who have z7po/ed upon theralcives; 
ſo many whoſe Intereſt it was to ine 
upon others; that narrow and 4://;r::/t 
has been the Vay that leads to Trath, 
and few have found it ont after the fricl- 
eſt Search. Even They, who have ſec 
themſelves up to be the Guides and Di- 
reftors of Mankind, whofe Duty it was 
to point out that pure and wnclouded Light 
with which Truth is arrayed, have ge- 
nerally endeavour'd to obſcure and inter- 
cept this Light, and to miſlead their un- 
wary Followers into the Paths of Fatfhoad, 
by conducting them to thole Regrons 
of thick Darkneſs, where Ignorance and 


Sloth jointly reſide. 


However, tho' Truth is often forced to 


wandgr as a Fugitive and Exile upon 
B 2 Earth 
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Earth; tho' Falſhood ſo frequently tri- 
umphs with ſuperiour Strength; yet there 
are ſtill ſome Places to be ſeen which 
are bleſs d and enlighten'd by the Pre- 
ſence of Truth, and where Multitudes 


are ſo happy as to entertain this welcome, 
this celeſtial Gpeſp, | 


THAT the Happineſs here mention d, 
is no more than every one amongſt us 
may juſtly boaſt of, I ſhall endeavour to 
prove to you in my following Diſcourſe. 


For this purpoſe I ſhall firſt eine what 
is meant by Truth; and then ſhall ap- 
ply its Definition to the Words of my 
Text, in order to illuſtrate thoſe Words, 
and to ſer before you the Doctrines 


which ariſe from them in the cleareſt 
Light. 


BY Truth, as I conceive, is meant 
the Conformity of Ideas expreſs d in a Pro- 


poſition to the Originals and ene of 
thoſe . Ideas, 


For 
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For all Ideas expreſs'd in Propoſitions, 
being Copies and Tranſcripts of ſuch Ar- 
chetypes as either are real Subſtances ex- 
iſting without us, or elſe are Ideas them- 
ſelves, which were form'd at firſt by 
our own Minds ; ſuch, for Inſtance, as 
moral and abſtracted Ideas are; it's evi- 
dent, that Truth can be nothing elſe bur 
the Conformity of Ideas to thoſe Arche- 


types from which they were originally 
copied and tranſcribd. 


The Method therefore to diſcover 
Truth, and to diſtinguiſh it from Fal, 
hood, is, to refer the Ideas of a Propoſi- 
tion to their proper Archetypes, and to 
compare them with one another. If on 
ſuch a Compariſon, the Copies are per- 
cetv'd to agree with their Originals, the 
Propoſition in which this Agreement is 
expreſs d may be admitted of as true: 
But if it happens on the ſame Compari- 
ſon that there's no Conformity to be per- 
ceryd between Ideas and the Archetypes 
of them, we may juſtly reject the Pro- 
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Poſition as falſe. And this Perception of 
the Agreement or Diſagreement of the 
Ideas of a Propoſition refer d as Copies to 
their Originals and compar'd with them, 
is what is meant by the Knouledge of 
Truth and Falſhood; of which, as to 
their Nature and Diſtinction, I have now 
treated as largely as is requiſite under 
the preſent Head. 


T ſhall proceed in the next Place to ap- 
ply the Definition of Truth to the Pro- 
Poſition in my Text, THY WORD 18 
TRUTH. 


AGREEABLY to this Definition the 
whole Meaning of our Saviour Aſſer- 
tion is, that whatever Notzons or Ideas 
are conveyed to our Underſtandings in 
the Holy Scriptures, which arc the //ord 
of God, are perfectly anſwerable to their 
proper Archetypes, which either exiſt 
without us, or are fram'd and lodg'd in 
our own Conceptions, or elſe are compre. 
hended in the Devine Mind where the 
Archefypes of all Things are eternally 
fix d. In 
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In order to illuſtrate the foregoing 
Aſſertion in the cleareſt manner; I ſhall 
conſider the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, 
as they conſiſt, either, Firſt, of ſuch Pro- 
poſitions as are moral; or, Secondly, of 
ſuch as are Hiſtorical; or, Thirdly, of 
ſuch as are myſterious, and only expref- 
five of Ideas whoſe Archetypes are plac d 
above the Reach of a finite Mind. 


WITH reſpect to moral Propoſitions, 
the Holy Scriptures may be ſaid to be 


infallibly true, as the Ideas there ex- 
preſs'd are exactiy conformable to the 


Archetypes of them ; which being placed 
in every Man's Breaſt, every one is ca- 
pable of perceiving the Truth of the 
Scriptures in this reſpect. For whatever 
Rules or Precepts are preſcribd by the 
Mord of God, for moderating the Paſ- 
ſions, and regulating the ions of rea- 
ſonable Creatures; we can immediately 
compare with the original Notions of 
Good and Evil, of Virtue and Vice, of 


Rectitude and Depravity, which we find 
wich- 
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within ourſelves. And indeed, ſo per- 
fectly conformable are all the moral I- 
deas of the Goſpel to all moral Archetypes 
univerſally eſtabliſhed, that the worſt and 
moſt unfait Enemies that Chriſtianity ever 
met with, could not but acknowlege, 
that the Morality of it roſe to much ſub- 
limer Heights than any moral Syſtem had 
been carried before it, or than any be- 
ſides it could poſſibly be advanced. We 
have therefore of the Truth of the Co- 
ſpet- Morality a real Perception and cer- 
tain Knowlege. 


AS for Hiſtorical Propoſitions con- 
tain'd in the Holy Scriptures, tho' their 
Truth is not built on the Certainty of 
Knowlege, yet it ſtands on a firm Foun- 
dation, which is the Aſſurance of Belief. 
For tho' the Archetypes of Ideas in hiſto- 
rical Propoſitions, are Facts which long 
ago ceas'd to exiſt ; yet as thoſe Ideas 
were formerly compar'd with their Ar- 
chetypes by the Perſons who have atteſt- 
ed ſuch Facts, and whoſe Teſtimony is to 
be eſteem d of undoubred Credit, ſince 

they 
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they were appointed by God Himſelf to 
be Witneſſes to his Truth, and for this 
purpoſe were influenc'd and aſſiſted by 
his Holy Spirit; I ſay, that on theſe 
Conſiderations, the Aſſurance of the 
Truth of any hiſtorical Propoſition de- 
liver'd in the Scriptures reſults from ſuch 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible Evidence, as al. 
molt amounts to demonſtratiue and cer- 
tain Knowledge. And thus it appears 
that thoſe hiſtorical Propoſitions furniſh 
us with ſufficient Grounds of ſent, 
and that we cannot disbelieve the Truth 
of them without being guilty of an un- 
reaſonable and impious Incredulity. 


The Propoſitions which I am next to 
conſider as true, are ſuch as are my/te- 
r10us, and expreſſive only of Ideas whote 
Archetypes are plac'd above the reach of 
a finite Mind. 


AMONGST myſterious Propoſitions, 
all zho/e are to be rank'd, which inform 
us of the Exiſtence of Spirits leparate 


from Badies; of the Joys of Heaven, 
C and 


(8 

within ourſelves. And indeed, ſo per- 
fectly conformable are all the moral 1- 
deas of the Goſpel to all moral Archetypes 
univerſally eſtabliſhed, that the worſt and 
moſt unfair Enemies that Chriſtianity ever 
met with, could not but acknowlege, 
that the Morality of it roſe to much ſub- 
limer Heights than any moral Sy/tem had 
been carried before it, or than any be- 
ſides zt could poſſibly be advanced. We 
have therefore of the Truth of the Co- 
ſpel- Morality a real Perception and cer- 
tain Anowlege. 


AS for hiſtorical Propoſitions con- 
tain'd in the Holy Scriptures, tho' their 
Truth is not built on the Certainty of 
Knowlege, yet it ſtands on a firm Foun- 
dation, which is the Aſſurance of Belief. 
For tho' the Archetypes of Ideas in hiſto- 
rical Propoſitions, are Facts which long 
ago ceas d to exiſt ; yet as thoſe Ideas 
were formerly compar'd with their Ar- 
chetypes by the Perſons who have atteſt- 
ed ſuch Fats, and whoſe Teſtimony is to 
be eſteem'd of undoubted Credit, ſince 

they 
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they were appointed by God Himſelf to 
be //7tneſſes to his Truth, and for this 
purpoſe were influenc'd and aſſiſted by 
his Holy Spirit; I ſay, that on theſe 
Confiderations, the Aſſurance of the 
Truth of any hiſtorical Propoſition de- 
liver'd in the Scriptures reſults from ſuch 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible Evidence, as al. 
molt amounts to demon/tratiye and cer- 
tain Knowledge. And thus it appears 
that thoſe hiſtorical Propoſitions furniſh 
us with ſufficient Grounds of A//ent, 
and that we cannot d:sbelzeve the Truth 
of them withour being guilty of an un- 
reaſonable and impious Incredulity. 


The Propoſitions which J am next to 
conſider as true, are ſuch as are my/te- 
rious, and expreſſive only of Ideas whote 


Archetypes are plac'd above the reach of 
a finite Mind. 


AMONGST myſterious Propoſitions, 
all zbo/e are to be rank'd, which inform 
us of the Exiſtence of Spirits leparate 
from Bodies; of the Joys of Heaven, 
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and the Torments of Hell; of the Na. 
ture and Offices of Angels; of the M. 
tery of the BLESSED TRINITY ; and 
of other ſublime and intricate Truths, 
which are not made ſubje&t to human 
Knowledge. But yet the Definition of 
Truth is as applicable to zheſe, as to any 
other Propoſitions to which you have 
ſeen it already applied. For Truth be- 
ing the Conformity of Ideas to their pro- 
per Archetypes, it follows, that the Ideas 
of myſterious Propoſitions muſt needs be 
be conformable to the Archetypes of them ; 
ſince ſuch Propoſitions are revealed to 
us by God, who cannot be deceivd, and 
who never gil decezve others; and 
therefore, that they are abſolutely true, 
according to the Notion of Truth, which 
is above explain'd. It's manifeſt then, 
that tho the Truth of myſterious Propoſe- 
tions is the Object of Faith, and not of 
Knowledge ; yet as that Faith relies upon 
divine Revelation and Teſtimony, the Evi 
dence of the Truth of thoſe Propoſitions 
is fo ſtrong and ſatisfactory, as not to 


admir of the leaſt Shadow of Exception, 
or Doubt. I 
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I have now, as I perſuade my ſelf, 
clearly dend the Nature of Truth; and 
have prov'd, that the Word of God, which 
is the Goſpel of Chriſt, appears in all 
its Parts, or with reſpect to the moral. 
and hiſtorical, and myſterions Propoſitions, 
of which 7# conſiſts, to be entirely a- 
greeable ro this Definition. 


FROM what has been faid, it will 
follow as an undoubted Conſequence, 
that the Holy Scriptures are the proper 
Teſt and Standard of all religions Truth; 
and that every Doctrine and Opinion in 
Things relating to God, muſt be true or 
falſe, as they are judgd to be anſteer- 
able or contradictory to this Standard. 
From hence too it follows, that amidſt 
the various Debates and Difſentions 
which happen amongſt Chriſtians, a— 
midſt the Hereſies and Schiſins which 
diſtract the Church, the only ſecure Way 
to arrive at Truth, and to avoid Fal/- 
hood, is to be cautious of aſſenting to 

doubt ful Propoſitions, and to ſuſpend our . 
| 4 Belief 
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Belief of them, till we have carcfully 
compar'd them with the Holy Scriptures, 
and perceive that they mutually agree 
and anſwer to cach other. By this 
means we ſhall eſcape from the Snares 
which are laid to deceive us, by the 
Craft and Sophiſiry of the Diſputers of 
this World. We ſhall clearly diſcern the 
Errors, and ſhall readily detect rhe Impo. 
ſturet, which abound amongſt Men. We 
ſhall guide our Aſſeut by an infallible 
Rule ; and ſhall guard our Faith againſt 
the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition that Inſdelity or 
Euthuſiaſin can poſſibly make. 


SUCH are the general Advantages, 
which will reſult to every Perſon from 
the Practice of comparing religious Doc- 
rrincs with their proper Teſt and Stand- 
ard of Trath. But there are other par. 
ticular Advantages to be diſtinctly trea- 
ted of, which is Praftice aftords us, 
conſider d, 


iſt, As Chri/tians. 


2dly, As Proteſtants ; and, z3dly, 
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zdly, As Members of the Nationa! 
Church, which the Laws of this King- 
dom have eſtabliſh'd amongſt us. 


And, firſt, I ſhall treat of the Advan- 


tages to be reapd by us as Chriſtians from 
this Practice. 


As often as we compare the Doctrines 
of Mahomet, or any other Deceiver, with 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, we are immediately 
determin'd in our Preference and Choice. 
We ſee and are convinc'd that the Doc- 
trines on one Side are wholly compos'd 
of Abſurdities and Fictions; and that 
zhoſe on the other are altogether conſiſtent 
with Reaſon, and conformable to Truth : 
That the former Dottrines tend to cor- 
rupt the Minds and Morals of Mankind; 
but that /e latter refine our Thoughts 
and reform our Actions, by ſuch Motiues 
and Precepts of Virtue, as are ſuited to 
correct every vicious Habit, and irregular 
Deſire. And, laſtly, that the Doctrines 
of Deceivers conyey to us Notions Which 
arc 
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arc utterly unworthy of a Deity, and in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe Attributes, which 
both Reaſon and Chriſtianity aſcribe to 
a Being who is infinitely wiſe, and pow. 
erful, and good. 


The Reſult therefore of ſuch a Com- 
pariſon will be this, That having a ra- 
tional and well-grounded A//urance, that 
Chriſtianity is the only Religion that car- 
ries with it the Marks of divine Revela- 
tion, we ſhall entitely acquieſce in the 
Belief of it, without yielding to any At- 
tempts to ſtagger our Faith, and with- 
our being miſled by an unſettled Judg- 
ment, to wander through the W/ds of 


Falſhood and Error in a vain Purſuic 
after religious Truth. 


2. The Advantages of the Practice a- 
bove-recommended, which I am ſecond- 
ly to treat of, are ſuch as are peculiar 
ro us as Proteſtants, and Members of 
that ſound Part of the Catholick Church 
which is purg'd from the groſs Corrup- 
tions of the Church of Rome. 

WHEN 
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WHEN we compare the Doctrines of 
Popery with thoſe of the Goſpel, how 
wide a Difference is diſcernable berween 
them! How entirely repugnant do they 
appcar to each other! How falſe and 
counterfeit is the Copy of the divine O- 
riginal | How faint a Reſemblance does 
the degenerate Offspring bear to that 
heavenly Parent from whence it ſprung ! 


Wherever we turn our Eyes on the 
Roman Church, an endleſs and ſhocking 
Train of Impoſtures and Fictions, of Er- 
rors and Deluſions, of ſuper{titious Rites 
and zdolatrous Practices, preſent them- 
ſelves to View. With Dread and Aſto- 
niſhment, we ſurvey a tyrannical and an- 
tichriſtian Church trampling on Truth, 
and inſulting over Reaſon ; enſlaving the 
Judgment, and blinding the Under/tand- 
ing; preſcribing an implicite Aſſent to 
abſurd Propoſitians, and commanding 4b- 
ſolute Obedience to its wnjuſt Decrees. 
We fee a Church, the Reverſe of what 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles eſtabliſh'd, 

| whoſe 
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are utterly unworthy of a Deity, and in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe Attributes, which 
both Reaſon and Chriſtianity aſcribe to 
a Being who is infinitely wiſe, and pow. 
erful, and good. 


The Reſult therefore of ſuch a Com- 
pariſon will be this, That having a ra- 
tional and well-grounded A//urance, that 
Chriſtianity is the only Religion that car- 
ries with it the Marks of diuime Revela- 
tion, we ſhall entirely acquieſce in the 
Belief of it, without yielding to any At- 
tempts to ſtagger our Faith, and with- 
our being miſled by an unſettled udg- 
ment, to wander through the Milds of 


Falſhood and Error in a vain Purſuit 
after religious Truth. 


2. The Advantages of the Practice a- 
boye-recommended, which J am ſecond- 
ly to treat of, are ſuch as are peculiar 
ro us as Proteſtants, and Members of 
that ſound Part of the Catholick Church 
which is purg'd from the groſs Corrup- 
zions of the Church of Rome. 
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WHEN we compare the Doctrines of 
Popery with thoſe of the Goſpel, how 
wide a Difference is diſcernable berween 
them! How entirely repugnant do they 
appcar ro each other! How falſe and 
counterfeit is the Copy of the divine O- 
riginal ! How faint a Reſemblance does 
the degenerate Offspring bear to that 
heavenly Parent from whence it ſprung ! 


Wherever we turn our Eyes on the 
Roman Church, an endleſs and ſhocking 
Train of Impoſtures and Fictions, of Er- 
rors and Deluſions, of ſuperſtitious Rites 
and idolatrous Practices, preſent them- 
ſelves to View. With Dread and Aſto- 
niſhment, we ſurvey a tyrannical and an- 
tichriſtian Church trampling on Truth, 


and inſulting over Reaſon ; enſlaving the 


Judgment, and blinding the Underſtand- 
ing; preſcribing an implicite Aſſent to 
abſurd Propoſitions, and commanding 46- 
ſolute Obedience to its wnjuſt Decrees. 
We fee a Church, the Reverſe of what 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles eſtabliſh'd, 
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whoſe Aim is to promote the Ignorance 
inſtead of the Inſtruction and Knowledge 
of its Members. A Church, that graſps 
at the whole Extent of worldly J/ealth 
and Power ; and that endeavours to 
cheat Mankind out of their Eaſe and 
Happineſs in this Life, on a Pretence 
of ſecuring them from Miſery in the next. 
In a Word, we fee a Church, that to 
maintain the Dominion which it ſo long 
has ſurp d over the Faith and Conſciences 
of Men, is dreadfully arm'd with Racks 
and Inquiſitions, with Fire, and with 
the Sword, and with every other In- 
ſtrument of Penalty and Terrour ; leſt 
the Laity by comparing its Dottrines 
with thoſe of the Goſpel ſhould be con- 
verted to Truth ; leaſt they ſhould throw 
off the painful 7oke of popiſh Superſtition 
and ſhould aſſert that Liberty with which 
Chriſt has made us free. 


To /ook upon a Church ſo corrupt and 
erroneous in all its Parts, fo oppoſite to 
Chriſtianity, and fo deſtructive to the 


Peace and Intereſt of Civil Society, is a 
melan- 
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melancholy and unpleaſant Contempla- 
tion, not to be indulg'd without Horror 
and Grief. But yet it's a Contemplation, 
that will always be atrended with the 
moſt deſireable and uſeful Effects: For 
it will fix upon our Minds a juſt and 
lively Senſe of the Mercy of God, which 
was expreſs'd towards us in our provi- 
dential Deliverance from the Bondage of 
Rome. It will prepare us to exert all 
our Zeal and Facultics in Defence of the 
Reformation, and to guard it from every 
Appearance of Danger that can any way 
threaten its Security and Support. And, 
laſtly, it will teach us to unite in the 
ſtricteſt Bonds of Benevolence and Charity 
with all our Proteſtant Brethren, in de- 
fending the Proteſtant Cauſe; and to re- 
ſolve rather to ate, than yield to a Re- 
ligion, which is form'd to deprive us of 
Liberty and Truth, and whatever is wor- 
thy of our Concern, or * Enjoyment in 
Life. 


Thus have I ſet before you the Ad- 


vantages, Which accrue to us as Prote- 
D ſtants, 


E 


ftants, from comparing the Docfrines of 
Popery with the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


3. The Advantages which I am, Thirdly, 
to deſcribe, are thoſe which are peculiar 
to us as Members of the National Church, 


which the Laws of this Kingdom have 
c/tabliſs'd amongſt us. 


WHEN we, who are Members of the 
Church of England, examine cither the 
Articles of Faith, or the Forms of Mor- 
hip, or the Canons of Diſcipline and Go- 
wvernment preſcribd by our Church, we 
find in hem nothing that's contradictory 
ro Scripture; nothing but what we are 
perſnaded, is warranted to be true by its 
ſtrict Conformity to the Goſpel- Precepts, 
and to the Practice of the Apoſtles, and of 
the primitive Church. It will therefore 
be impoſlible for us, after ſuch a Perſua- 
/ior, not to be caſy and quiet in our 
Conſciences, as long as we continue in 
Coimmmumion with a Church, which is built 
after the Model of Perfection and Truth. 
By the Evidence which t gives us of i189 

| Purity 
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Purity and Excellence, we cannot but 
be determin d to ſubmit ourtclves will- 
ingly to zts Guidance and Direction; 
knowing that ſuch a reaſonable Service as 
it offers to God mult be acceptable to Him, 
and that the Rules which 27 enjoins for 
promoting of Order and Uniformity in 
divine Worſhip, cannot be d:ſpleaſing to a 
Being from whom Order and Uniformity 
were firſt derzvd. As for Perſons who 
are otherwiſe-minded, tho they charge 
us with Error, or Syuper/{/ti0n, or with 
impoſing unſcriptural Terms of Commu- 
nion, yet by comparing the Dottrines of 
our Church with thoſe of the Goſpel, we 
are aſſured that their Charge is ground 
leſs and unjuſt, and that it's founded ei- 
ther on Ignorance, or Malice, or Mi- 


ſ[take. 


The Advantages which, in ſeveral re- 
ſpects, we are capable of receiving from 
a Compariſon of religious Dottri; es witli 
their Standard of Truth, being now 
particularly deſcribed, it will be caſy and 


obvious for us to infer, that the Practice 
D 2 ER 
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of trying the Truth of religious Doctrines 
by ſuch a Compariſon is a neceſſary Duty, 
which on the Motives of Intereſt ſug. 
geſted in this Deſcription, we are ſtrong- 
ly engaged and incited to diſcharge. 


The Inferences which are farther de- 
ducible from the whole of my foregoing 
Diſcourſe, are, that ſince religious Truth 
is of the utmoſt Importance and Benefit 
to Mankind, it's our Duty to propagate 
and defend this Truth by the wo and 
moſt effettual Means. 


To the end therefore, that a Duty of 
ſo much Conſequence may rightly be 
put in Practice, I ſhall conſider what 
Means are beſt and moſt effettual, either, 

1ſt, To propagate, or 

2dly, To defend religious Truth. 


1. BM propagating of Truth, is meant 


the procuring of Aſſent to it. As there- 


fore Truth muſt be perceiu d before it can 
be 
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be Aſented to, ſo muſt thoſe Means be 
the beſt and moſt effettual to propagate 
Truth, which are moſt adapted to pro- 
duce ſuch a Perception and to procure Aſ- 
ſent. But in order to produce this Per- 
ception, nothing more is required than a 
View of ſufficient and ſatisfactory Evi- 
dence on the Side of Truth; ſo that when 
the Evidence of Truth is ſufficient to 
produce a Perception of it, we cannot 
Wit hold our Aſſent from it: but when 
the Evidence is inſufficient for this pur- 
poſe, then, as there is 10 Perception, 
there can be no AL ent. The only way 
therefore to propagate Truth, is to in- 
form the Mind of all the Evidence that 
can be urg'd on the Side of Truth, and 
to diſpoſe the Fudgment to examine and 
determine on ſuch Evidence in the moſt 
fincere and uuprejudic d manner. If the 
Mind thus informed, is convinced of the 
Truth, the Fudement will embrace it with 
a firm and immoveable 4/ent : But if the 
Judgment has examind the Evidence, 
and determin d againſt the Truth, the 
ent will be govern'd by this Determina- 

tion; 
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tion; nor will ever the Mind be prevail d 
on by the moſt powerful Methods or Mo- 
tives that can be us d, to admit of any 
Thing as true, in Reverſe of that Sentence 
which the Judgment has paſsd. 


It appears then, that every Method of 
procuring Aſſent, which is oppoſite ro a 
free Choice and a voluntary Belief, is ab- 
ſurd and unjuſtifiable z and conſequently, 
that Force and Perſecution, that Penal- 
ties and Terrors, are Means which are 
utterly improper and ineſſectual to propa- 
gate the Truth. For ſince Force is not 
capable of convincing the Mind, or of 
conveying any Light or Evidence to the 
Judgment, it muſt needs be impoſſible 
for it to produce Aſſent, which muſt 
ſpring from Conviction, and Evidence, 
and Light. So far is Force from being 
ſerviceable to Truth, that it tends to 
ſtrengthen the Prejudices of Men againſt 
it, and to give them the moſt rational 
Grounds of ſuſpecting, that ſuch Doctrines 
can never be true, which owe their Pro- 


pagation to the ſame Methods which 
Falſ- 
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Falſhood is always ſeen to rely on for 
Subſeſtence and Support. Force, it muſt be 
acknowledgd, may extort external Con- 
formity and Profeſſions from Men; but it 
cannot be productive of mnward Con vicli- 
on and real Belief : It may regulate the 
Geſtures and Actions of the Body; bur it 
has no Power to govern the Mind, or to 
lay its Operations under any Reſtraint : 
In ſhort, t may promote the Practice of 
Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation; but it ne- 
ver can, in the leaſt, contribute to the 


Advancement of Piety, or Virtue, or 
Truth. 


AS what has been ſaid againſt the 
Uſe of Force and Perſecution, as the 
Means of propagating Truth, will hold 
good with reſpect to the Means which 
are beſt and moſt eſfectual for its Defenſe ; 
ſo I hope to be excuſed, in having little 
ro offer under the next Head, in which 
I propos d to treat of 7hoſe Means. 


I ſhall therefore obſerve ro you no 
more than this, that tho' Truth ought 
| gene- 
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generally to be defended by Reaſoning and 
Argument, and by calm and diſpaſſionate 
Endeavours to confute the Doctrines and 
diſprove the Objections of Men who e- 
ſpouſe Falſpood; yet when theſe Perſons 
proceed ſo far, as to /{rike at the very 
Root of Religion, and to inculcate ſuch 
Opinions as are inconſiſtent with the Pre- 
ſervation and Intereſt of Civil Society, it 
then is incumbent on the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, to interpoſe and exert his Power 
in Defenſe of the Truth, and to check the 
Growth of thoſe Opinions which are fo 
contrary to Reaſon and the publick Good. 
Bur how far the Power of the Magiſtrate 
ought ro be extended in ſuch Caſes, the 
Magiſtrate himſelf is the moſt proper 
Judge; and he is beſt acquainted with 
the Laws of Soczety, by which the Ex- 
tent of Civil Power is meaſurd and pre- 


ſcrib d. 


I have now ſufficiently explain d to 
you, the Means which I take to be the 
beſt and moſt eſfeclual, either to propagate 
or defend religions Truth. | 
IT 
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I T remains then that T admoniſh and 
exhort all Perſons preſent, ro be zealous 
and ſincere in applying theſe Means to 
the Attainment of ſuch noble and impor- 
tant Ends. 


And ſince it's our Happineſs and Pri- 
vilege to have the Light of divine Truth 
communicated to us, let me exhort you 
farther, to walk worthy of this Light; 
to add to your Faith Charity, and to ma- 
nifeſt the Sincerity of your Profeſſions by 
a holy and virtuous Converſation and 
Practice; and, Laſtly, To adorn the Co- 
ſpel of God our Saviour in all Things, 
that ſo when our Minds ſhall be diveſted 
from the Veil of Fleſh, under which we 
ſee but in part, and know only in part, we 
may be admitted into thoſe Realms of 
Light, to which no Man can yet ap- 
proach ; where our Deſires and our Fa- 
culties of Knowlege will be free and un: 
confin'd ; where, every myſterious Truth 
will be clearly unfolded and diſplayed to 
out View ; where we ſhall behold God as 

E he 
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be is, and where our Senſes ſhall have a 


full Enjoyment of thoſe unſpeakable and 
everlaſting Pleaſures, which Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the Heart of Man to conceive; 
but to which we are aſſur d, that God 
will be pleas'd to bring us by Faith in 
CHRIST JESUS, to whom with the 
FATHER AND THE HOLY SPI. 
RIT, THREE PERSONS AND 
ONE GOD, be Glory in the Church 
throughout all Ages. 8 


Seeed 
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Publiſh'd by the ſame Author, and 
ſold by J. PEELE, at Locke's 
Head in Pater-noſter-Row. 


THE DUTY of PREACHERS explain'd 

and ſtated, and prov'd to conſiſt in their 
endeavouring, as much as poſſible, by Perſua- 
ſion and Inſtruction, to promote the Practice of 
UNIVERSAL CHARITY, upon the great 
Principles of a pure Heart, and of a good 
Conſcience, and of Faith unteign'd: In a Ser- 
mon preach'd before rhe Univerſity of Oxford, 
in Mertou-College Chappel, May 1. 1721. 


IT. The finful Cauſes and fatal Effects of the 
Practice of Calumny and Defamation in RE- 
LIGIOUS CONTROVERSY, exemplified 
and deſcrib'd: In a Sermon preach'd before 
the Univerſity of Oxford in Merton-College Chap- 
pel, May 1. 1722. 


III. The Grounds and Rule both of interpre- 
ting and trying the Interpretations of EX'TRA- 
ORDINARY EVENTS, preſcrib'd and e- 
ſtabliſh'd, and particularly applied to a Se- 
ries of ſuch Events, brought to paſs in behalf 
of the People of theſe Kingdoms, from the RE- 
FORMATION to the preſent Time: In a 
Sermon preach'd before the Uniyerſity of Ox- 


fo in Merton-College Chappel, May 1. 1723. 


